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We recently shared the story of Amanda, one of our case
management clients who was committed to changing her
circumstances. This past spring, we shared how Amanda had passed
her High School Equivalency exam through the support of Sr. Binh
Nguyen, CCWVa McDowell County Case Manager. Her
accomplishments didn’t end there, and we have an update on her
progress.
After graduation, Amanda secured a part-time job at the local Wal
-Mart pharmacy, and then set a new goal. Amanda is now a certified
pharmacy technician, and works full-time in the pharmacy at WalMart. When asked about her self-motivation, Amanda responded,
“At the lowest point in my life, I asked myself if I wanted to be like
this for the rest of my life, and the answer was no. I then decided I
had to take the steps to make positive changes.”
Amanda refuses to be held hostage by her
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past, but is instead motivated toward creating a
AND BACKPACK PROGRAM
better future for herself and her family. She
firmly sets realistic goals, and makes great efforts
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of Hope in August. Approximately 3,000 people
under difficult situations prove the old saying,
attended the event, along with 1,000 volunteers. The event
“Where there’s a will, there’s a way.”
included free refreshments, a children’s carnival area,
medical and dental services, job placement, family portraits,
haircuts, and distribution of 35,000 pounds of food. Those in
attendance were encouraged to overcome their obstacles, as
organizations worked with them to find solutions for the
challenges before them. Catholic Charities, along with
volunteers from St. Francis
de Sales Church in Beckley,
distributed brochures
outlining the services offered
in Raleigh County, and also
distributed backpacks stuffed
with school supplies to 100
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Three McDowell County case management families have taken the
initial steps on their journey to becoming self-sufficient by meeting with
McDowell County organic farmers Sky Edwards, Johnathan Steven Cox,
and Felicia Noelle Blevins. The farmers shared their expertise on organic
farming with the families, who were eager to start their own home-grown
organic vegetable gardens.
Sky explained how important it is to see, witness, and most
importantly, to experience the process. The harvest has a great impact
when grown from seed to nourishment. He stressed the fact that the
seeds, like human’s DNA, would carry on to the next generation. The
seeds for the next season would come from the seeds of this season. The
most
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organic
gardens are the benefits to our health.
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At the end of gardening season, a potluck dinner was held,
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A mission team consisting of 17 youth and adults from St. Joseph’s Parish in Milton, Pennsylvania, provided
repairs for a McDowell County case management family, whose home had numerous deferred maintenance
Personal
issues. The youth scraped peeling paint and painted stained ceilings. The adults repaired leaky water pipes in the
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kitchen and bathroom, installed a new shower and ceiling
fan, and also donated a new couch to the family.
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volunteers.
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held a spaghetti dinner fundraiser and solicited monetary and in-kind donations from other area churches in order
to fund the mission trip to West Virginia.
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Our Mission is to alleviate poverty, distress, and injustice by providing comprehensive social services to the poor and vulnerable,
advocating for social justice, and calling all people of good will, especially those of the Church, to service.

